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15 or THE ORIGIN oF 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 


To THE 


39 ) ARTICLES and the 36th CANON, 


mn THE UntverciTy or Oxrond. 


\ FTER 


0 : 


many other Acts to put her Majeſty's 


Reformation in execution, it was decreed. 


* 7 Convocation, That each Candidate for 


* the future, previous to his taking his De- 
gree, ſhould ſubſcribe the Articles, as the 


** form requires at preſent. 


 ** Aﬀerwards, in the year 1576, it was 
* farther decreed, That every perſon above 


* the age of ſixteen, who entered his name 


* in any College or Hall, ſhould, before 
the Friday ſe'nnight after his entrance, be 
* matriculated, and then ſubſcribe the Ar- 


46 ** ticles of * Church; and that the Vice- 
| e chan- 


Queen Elizabeth had viſit⸗ 
ed Oxford, ſeveral Regulations, re- 
— "8 ſpe&ing Dreſs and Diſcipline, were by her 
recommended to the Univerſity. Ac- 
6 cordingly, in the year 1573, among 
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Es * or Proctors ſhould give bim * 
certificate of having done ſo. 


« Anthony Wood fays, that the Puritans 


of thoſe days complained ſadly of this 


* unchriſtian reſtraint; that many of them 


* refuſed to comply with it, and abſolutely 
* ſuffered themſelves to be deprived of their 


* emoluments in the Univerſity. 
But whether it was owing to the oppo- 
t ſition of the Puritans, or becauſe theſe 


.** Decrees of Convocation were not armed 


„with ſufficient authority, this Subſcrip- 


„tion ſoon came into diſuſe. 


In the year 1616 the Univerſity ap- 


5 plied to King James, for powers to make 
«« new Decrees to enforce Subſcription, „ 


& account which Wood * of i it, is as fol- . 

«lows: © 7» 
8 Having mentioned the e of 
« Toſi and Wadbam Colleges, he adds, that 


this additional number of Colleges, con- 


e tributed to the ſpreading of Calviniſm; 
ait was therefore intimated to the King, 
ce that there was danger that Preſbyterian- 


„ iſm would overrun the whole kingdom, 
if Students ſhould imbibe the Principles 
* of it along with the rudiments of acade- 
« mical learning; and that this was the ra- 
ther to be apprehended, in that ſo very 


. as 


«© few ſubſcribed their aſſent to the three 


6c Articles contained in the 36th canon; 
Whence 


- * 


T 1 . e 
« whence it would happen, that they who 
« were di ſaffected to the eccleſiaſtical go 
&« yernment of the Church, and the Liturgy, 
t and made no account of the other ſacred 
« offices, would give their whole attention to 
* Sermons; by which means thoſe filly fel- _ 
© lows, called Lecturers, would have an op- 
© portunity of ſpreading opinions directly 
„ contrary to the doctrine of the Church of 
England. Theſe things being inſinuated 
„ to the King, he held a conſultation with 
« his Biſhops, and ſome other Churchmen 
e about him, on the 18th of January; and, 
after mature deliberation, tranſmitted cer- 
e tain orders to the Vice-chancellor, ſome 
Heads of Houſes, the Doctors of Divi- 
„ nity, and the two Proctors, requiring 
* them to aſſiſt in the execution of them. 
The firſt of them was, That every one ad- 
* mitted to a Degree in the Univerſity 
L ſhould ſubſcribe to the three Articles 
* abovementioned. The execution of theſe 
© orderg was committed by the Earl of Pem- 
* broke, newly made Chancellor of the 
« Univerſity, to the Vice-chancellor, Heads 
© of Houſes, and ſome others, whom his 
"58 lordſhip exhorted to ,put them in prac- 
„e tice with all diligence. And that theſe 
orders might not want the a authority of 
ee Statutes, or rather might be reduced into 
* the form of Statutes, certain Delegates 
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A out of the Heads of Colleges were ap- 


* pointed, who, by their joint labours and 
5“ counſels, finiſhed and iſſued, on the laſt 
* day of March, the following Decrees.— 


With reſpect to the Articles of faith, it | 


© was decreed, that Subſcription ſhould b 


e made 1 in this form: 


Ego A. (vel nos, A. B. ) perlectis pri- 
«gs, By ab alio coram me (vel nobis) 
 *f recitatis Orthodoxæ fidei et Religionis 
„ Articulis xxxix, et in Sacra Synodo 
* Londini habita A. D. 1562, conſtabi- 

( litis, fimulque tribus capitibus in alia 
0 Synodo Londinenſi ſub annum 1604 de- 
* cretis, et in Canonem 36to. redactis, 
8 ſciens volenſque (ſeu ſcientes et volen- 
© tes) ex animo ſubſcribo (vel ſubſcribi- 5 
. 


The preſent form of 88 people 


0 to their degrees was alſo at the ſame time 


* appointed, to be faid by their reſpective 


** Deans, ending Quem inſuper ſcio legiſſe, 


vel lectos audiviſſe omnes articulos fidei 


60 8 coram Procuratoribus ſabſcripfit.” 4 
odd ſays, that when theſe Statutes 


46 came to be publiſhed, they gave great of · 


e fence to, and were conſidered as grievances 


* by, the Puritans, and occaſioned not a fe- 
* invidious reflections upon Doctor Laud, 


** as he was not only the adviſer of theſe 


* Articles (meaning the particulars com- 


3 prchended 5 


_ - thoſe days) we may be allowed to examine what 


ö „%%% To” 
prehended in theſe new Statutes) but 
one of the delegates who framed the ſaid 
“ Statutes; to which however the Puritans 
** conformed, though with reluctance, leſt, 
„by lighting what was enjoined by the 
King's authority, they ſhould expoſe Men- 

* ſelves not only to expulſion, but to ſame 

e more grievous puniſhment.” „ 

REMARKS. 
All this, in the opinion of Word, was ex- 
tremely right, and as it ſhould be. Paſſing 
by, however, the practiſing in this manner upon 
the King, and the views of diſtreſſing thoſe wo 
were diſtinguiſhed by the name of Puritans 
(views, worthy only of the wretched Policy of 


legal authority theſe injunctious may be ſuppoſed 
to have in the preſent times. It does not ap- 
| pear that Queen Elizabeth gave any particular 
directions concerning Subſcription to the 39 Ar- 
ticles. This was merely the effect of a Decree 
of the Univerſity afſembled in Convocation, 
The diſuſe of Subſcription, notwithſtanding this 
| Decree, and the ſubſequent application to King 
James, diſcover a conſciouſneſs in the Governors 
of Oxford, that a Decree of their Convocation 
was void of authority to inforce Subſcription. 
With reſpect to King James's Orders or Man- 
dates, it does not appear, whether, by the word, 
Edixit, we are to underſtand a formal Edict in 
writing, authenticated by the King's ſign ma- 
nual; or ſome general directions, to put in exe- 
cution what his Majeſty would have decreed 15 : 
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the Univerſity 3 or laſtly, ſome verbal 1 : 


given to their Chancellor, the Earl of Pembroke. 
It may be queſtioned, whether the Delegates, i in 
reducing theſe Orders into the form of Statutes, 


did not exceed their Commiſſion; or indeed, whe- 


ther the Univerſity had any ſuch authority to de- 


legate. For to whatever the Royal Mandate 
might amount, previouſly to the compoſing new 
Statutes, the acadetiical doctrine has been, if I 
miſtake not, that no Statutes are binding upon 
them, which have not the Royal Aſſent or Ra- 
tification; and nothing of that fort appears from 
Mood's account, which, indeed, is very confuſed, 
and wants explanation in many , particulars. If, 


on the other hand, our Univerſities have autho- 


' ity to make valid Statutes, without the Royal Ra- 
tification, they mult have authority to repeat them, 
And yet this is what the. Cambridge men lately 

denied, and thought moreover, that recourſe muſt 

te had to the Legiſlature to have ſuch Statute | 
repealed or altered, tho? it has only the ſanction 


of a Grace paſſed in the Senate. Which ſuggeſts 
a queſtion, By what authority their predeceſſors 
aboliſhed the practice of requiring Subſcription 


from the Students at the time of their matricula- 


tion? It ſhould be mentioned, to the honour of 


Cambridge, that there was no Subſcription re- 


quired of the Students, or Candidates for Degrees, 


in that Univerſity, in the days of Queen Elizabeth; 


which I think amounts toa proof, that the Queen 
did not give any particular directions concerning 
that matter at either of the Univerſities, and that 
without ſuch directions, Cambridge did wiſely in 
not taking the Decree of Oxford for a precedent 


fit for them to follow. The authority, given by 


King 


r 


King James to the Univerſity of Cambridge, in 


1616, to require Subſcription of young Students, 
ſeems to be very weak. It is only the fpnification 
ef his Majeſty' s pleaſure, ſeconded by a letter from 


the Biſhop of Wincheſter, to the Vice- chancellor, 
which ſeems to leave much to the option of the 
Univerſity, the Heads of which did not, that 1 
can find, ſollicit his Majeſty's directions on this 
behalf, after the example of Oxford. But, ſince 


the practice of requiring Subſcription of young 
Students, obtains at both Univerſities, it had been 


well if Cambridge had followed the example of 


Oxford, in taking care that the young Subſcribers 
ſhould either read the Articles, or hear them 
read, previous to their ſigning their aſſent to 


them. The formality with which this circum- 
ſtance 1s atteſted, by the perſon who preſents the 
Candidates at Oxford, ſhould ſeem to imply 
more than a bare reading; ſomething, perhaps, 
like an explanatory Lecture upon theſe Articles. 
But this is conjecture; and, by an eaſy figure, 


reading may include underſtanding them. Indeed, 
as reading the Articles before taking the firſt 


Degree, would be a novelty at Cambridge, ſome 


of the young ſophiſters might be pert enough to 


aſk queſtions, or form ſyllogiſms upon particu- | 


lar paſſages, which it might take more time to 
_ anſwer than could well be ſpared at the buſy ſea- 
ſon of conferring Degrees. And probably they 


Who have the ordering of ſuch things, may think 


it ſufficient to ſay, They may read the Articles if 


hey will, No-body hinders them. If they do not, it 
25 their own fault. This is eaſily iaid ; but ſome _ 
people may be of opinion, that, be the legal ob- 


ligation to ſubſcribe what it may, there is a point 
n of 
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of chiity Cog a ſuch caſes as this, | 
namely, That they who undertake the education 
of theſe young men, ſhould not content them- 


felves with knowing that they have read theſe. 
Articles. If they will have Degrees, it is not 


at their option whether they will ſubſcribe them | 


or not. Muſt not honeſt and 1 codſejentioas Tutors 
and Governors be ſenſible, that it pertaineth to the 
faithful diſcharge of their offices, to inſtruct theſe 
young men in the Doctrines of theſe Articles, 
to apprize them of the nature and tendency of 
Subſcription, and to give ſatisfactory anſwers to 
ſuch doubts or difficulties as the fenſe and appre- 
henſion of the Candidates may ſuggeſt to them? 
The whole affair is too melancholy to be farther 
dwelt upon. Let us bluſh for what is paſt, and 
unite our endeavours, that theſe A ble- 
miſnes in our Ulbiplit, Gy be 1 no * our 
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